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Waste and 
wastewater 

management

Final consumption 
by citizens

Landfill

How plastic moves from the economy to the environment

BUY-A-LOTBUY-A-LOT
Reuse, repair, 

remanufacture

Raw material inputs 
fossil fuels and agricultural

 material for bioplastics

littering, 
deliberate/illegal 

waste disposal

loss of packaging, 
tyre wear, 

accidental releases

Accidental 
or voluntary 

releases

Microbeads in products,
accidental releases, 

plastic blasting, 
degradation of buoys,

loss of nets

Litter washed 
into stormwater 

drains, 
microfibres, 
microbeads, 

bio-filters

Washed out and 
windblown 
waste from 

landfills
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TERRESTRIAL 
ENVIRONMENT

SOCIETY

ECONOMY

MARINE 
ENVIRONMENT

Plastic producers 
and converters

(including Packaging) 

Sectors using plastics
(intermediate and final 

consumption

Recycling

Food and 
drink

Agriculture

Fisheries  and 
Aquaculture

Terrestrial 
transport

Shipping
Tourism

Construction
Cosmetics 

and personal 
care

Textiles and 
clothing

Retail
of products and services


